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too closely to Mark Crowley tell us 
that his 18-year-old son, just 10 months 
out of high school, was killed on pa-
trol, or that his gunner, who weathered 
six hits to his machine gun, was killed 
when the seventh bullet went through 
his head. 

It would rather we not listen to 
Cindy Sheehan holding her son’s child-
hood Teddy bear, say that she sleeps 
only when she takes a pill, and even 
then, just 3 or 4 hours. ‘‘It gets worse 
every day,’’ she said Tuesday night. 
Her son, Casey, died in April. 

All of our children have given their 
futures, and our futures, Kesterson sat-
isfied, finally raising her hand to speak 
on camera toward the end of the show: 
‘‘There will be no grandchildren. These 
young men had so much more to give. 
They could have been great. They are 
not just wooden pieces pushed around a 
war table like a game.’’ 

Somewhere, there is a mother hear-
ing on the news that there have been 
casualties in Mosul or Fallujah or 
Baghdad. She prays, ‘‘Please, don’t let 
it be my child.’’ Maybe this time it will 
not be, but it is always somebody’s 
child. 

The number of dead Americans in the 
Iraqi war passed the 1,000 mark this 
Tuesday, before the show’s taping, and 
kept going. More knocks on the door, 
more gentle suggestions to sit down. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a smarter, safer 
way for America to conduct itself in 
Iraq. The course the Bush administra-
tion currently has us on is not it. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLINE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

(Mr. SHUSTER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take the 
time of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 

f 

WAR ON TERROR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this 
past weekend, like so many of my col-
leagues, I spent time at a memorial 
ceremony, several in my district, to re-
member the victims of September 11, 
to honor the soldiers who have bought 
our security with their lives, and to 
pray for those who battle at this very 
moment in Iraq and Afghanistan to 

preserve our freedom. Today, I traveled 
to Fort Campbell in my district to 
spend the day with our 101st Airborne 
soldiers and to join Secretary Rumsfeld 
as he held a town hall meeting with the 
community there at Fort Campbell. 

Mr. Speaker, it occurred to me while 
surrounded by those thousands of 
Americans, all united, all prepared to 
do what it takes to win this war on ter-
rorism, it occurred to me that the ter-
rorists sorely have misjudged our Na-
tion and that they certainly have mis-
judged our President and his leadership 
team. 

On September 12, America made a 
conscious decision to change the world, 
not to withdraw from it. And President 
Bush deserves credit for not wavering, 
for realizing the time had come for 
America’s military might to be used. 
The terrorists never expected we would 
have the fortitude to invade Afghani-
stan, to remove the Taliban, to hunt 
down and destroy two-thirds of the al 
Qaeda leadership. 

The attacks were meant to change 
us, but only those who have a funda-
mental misunderstanding of what 
makes America unique could think 
that that is possible. 

Today, the al Qaedas, the Saddams, 
Qadhafi in Libya, Iran’s President, Mo-
hammed Khatami, and North Korean 
Dictator Kim Jong Ill, they understand 
us better and they know that America 
is not the one who will change. 

Some say that Iraq was not worth it. 
These are the same people who believed 
we could win the Cold War with noth-
ing more than diplomacy, and these are 
the same people who think U.N. sanc-
tions are the answer to the world’s 
problems. But what I have found and 
what I saw today was that most Ameri-
cans want a substantive, serious debate 
on what direction we should take in 
the war on terrorism, not disagreement 
for disagreement’s sake, which is what 
I believe Candidate KERRY is giving 
them. I think they respect the job that 
President Bush has done and is con-
tinuing to do, and they understand 
that what we are doing in Iraq is some-
thing that needs to be done. They un-
derstand that much better than most 
politicians. 

People across America, our constitu-
ents, know that Iraq is tough. They un-
derstand it is a struggle, but they also 
realize that we have no choice but to 
change the world, to change the Middle 
East if we hope to have a chance to end 
terrorism. Containment and detente 
simply do not work when we are talk-
ing about planes being hijacked and 
when we are faced with people strap-
ping bombs to their bodies and annihi-
lating crowds of civilians. 

So I support President Bush. He has 
helped America stand tall in the face of 
terror. He told the world that America 
would not be changed by their threats 
of terrorism; and today, we are on the 
offensive in this war on terrorism for 
the first time. We must not change 
course now. 

Americans have always recognized 
leadership when they saw it; and today, 

they see it. President Bush is a leader 
who is not afraid to make the tough de-
cisions, and that is what our Nation 
needs. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take the 
time of the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. DEFAZIO). 

Is there objection to the request of 
the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

THE PRESIDENT’S PLAYBOOK: DE-
NIAL, DISINFORMATION, AND 
DODGING RESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
Republican leadership in the Senate 
confirmed last week they have no in-
tention of acting on prescription drug 
importation legislation. Senate leader 
FRIST said there just is not time to 
take it up. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds all Members not to 
make improper references to the Sen-
ate. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it 
has been 400 days since a bipartisan 
majority in the House passed legisla-
tion giving Americans access to safe, 
affordable medicine from Canada and 
other allied nations, 400 days. Since 
then, the Senate has passed legislation 
commending a sculptor, a painter, its 
own staff, the nation of Bulgaria, and 
Smokey the Bear. The Senate has rec-
ognized the importance of motorsports. 
The Senate, as has the House, has 
spent many days renaming post offices 
and Federal buildings from sea to shin-
ing sea. 

There was time for all of those 
things, but for an issue as important to 
the American people as relief from the 
exploding price of prescription drugs, 
the other body simply could not find 
the time. 

This importation issue is just one ex-
ample of the three Ds of the Bush ad-
ministration’s health policy playbook: 
denial, disinformation, and dodging re-
sponsibility. 

Here is one example: the Bush admin-
istration suppressed the new true cost 
of the Medicare law. The bill was origi-
nally tagged at $400 billion. The Presi-
dent told us that. The President said 
he would not sign it if it cost more 
than that. The government’s own Medi-
care actuary and the President surely 
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knew, the President’s staff knew, that 
the bill actually cost $530 billion. 

So what did they do? They sup-
pressed it. In a nutshell, the Presi-
dent’s gag order worked, the bill 
passed, and the President signed it. 
And do my colleagues know what we 
got? Seniors got a 17 percent increase 
in their premiums, the largest increase 
ever inflicted on America’s senior pop-
ulation, simply because the President 
of the United States did not tell the 
truth when he signed that bill and 
when he lobbied Congress for that bill. 

Importation is another example of 
the Bush disinformation strategy. The 
drug industry has no better friend than 
President Bush. Of course they do not. 
The drug industry has given President 
Bush $30 million for his reelection, has 
given millions of dollars to my friends 
on the other side of the aisle. Of course 
President Bush will do the drug indus-
try’s bidding. That is why we ended up 
with a 17 percent increase, the largest 
premium increase ever inflicted on 
America’s seniors. 

Dodging responsibility is the third 
play in the Bush administration’s 
health policy playbook. The best exam-
ple is a 17 percent increase. The Presi-
dent announced the 17 percent increase 
on Friday afternoon before Labor Day. 
The press had gone home, people had 
turned their TV sets off if they were 
watching any of these announcements, 
and the President thought nobody 
would notice. Well, people certainly 
noticed. But the President then said, 
because people did notice, he said, it is 
not really my fault. I was the hapless 
victim, he said, of a formula written 
into the law. 

It happened to be the law that he 
pushed through Congress and that he 
signed, the Medicare law. That is like 
stomping on the gas pedal and blaming 
the engine for getting a speeding tick-
et. 

President Bush championed the 
Medicare bill. He twisted arms. We re-
member in this Chamber, my friends on 
the other side of the aisle remember 
this, we had a 3-hour vote starting at 3 
in the morning, and it took until 6 in 
the morning. One Member was bribed 
on the House floor. Member after Mem-
ber after Member had his arm twisted, 
her arm twisted, yet the President says 
it is not my fault that we had this 17 
percent premium increase. 

The fact is, the President is respon-
sible for that 17 percent premium in-
crease, and the President needed to get 
that increase so that the insurance 
companies and the drug companies 
could get their money out of the bill. 

So basically what happened is the 
money is taken out of seniors’ pockets; 
that is why we have this record 17 per-
cent premium increase for every one of 
America’s seniors. The money is taken 
out of the pockets of seniors; and then 
that money is taken together, billions 
of dollars, and put into the coffers of 
the drug companies and the insurance 
companies, direct subsidies for the 
drug companies, increased profits to 

the insurance companies, and then it 
comes full circle, and those companies 
then put millions of dollars in Presi-
dent Bush’s campaign, in Majority 
Leader DELAY’s campaign, in the cam-
paigns of Republican leadership in the 
House, in the other body, and for the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, it is scandalous that 
seniors are inflicted with a 17 percent, 
a record increase in premiums so that 
George Bush could have his campaign 
funded by the drug companies and 
funded by the insurance companies. It 
is wrong. They should be ashamed. 

f 

DROUGHT RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to indulge in a little change of 
pace here. This is an issue that is com-
pletely nonpartisan, which, hopefully, 
my friends on the other side will appre-
ciate. 

What we are looking at here is a 
drought map. As most people know, 
Florida has been hit by two hurricanes 
recently, and we have a third one that 
may hit them and may hit Alabama. 
This is an unbelievable set of cir-
cumstances. 

b 2300 

The Congress quickly sent $2 billion 
in relief to Florida which is certainly 
appropriate, and we have a request for 
another $3 billion. 

What I would like to do is to call at-
tention to another disaster which has 
occurred and this is the drought. This 
is the drought monitor map which was 
drawn up in 2002, and you can see that 
the eastern seaboard had considerable 
drought. Most all of the western States 
were badly impacted. We will take an-
other look now, 2 years later and we 
see a very similar picture. The eastern 
seaboard is certainly improved but 
most of the West is still gripped by a 
drought that is one of the worst in his-
tory, and that has been going on now 
for 5 years. 

So what has happened is that any dry 
land crops in these areas in here have 
been relatively nonexistent now for 5 
years. And so these farmers’ equity has 
been eaten up to the point where many 
of them now are being driven off the 
land. Many of their ranchers have had 
their pastures destroyed, sometimes 
for 4, 5 years in a row. We have had 
some livestock feed assistance which 
has been very helpful, but, again, some 
of them have had to sell some of their 
herd, some have had to sell all of their 
herd, and some have been driven out of 
business. 

The other thing that is pretty dire at 
this point is that most of the reservoirs 
in the West are anywhere from 15 to 25 
percent full which means the irrigators 
have been receiving half, some of them 
none of their water for the last couple 
of years. And in most of these res-

ervoirs they will simply run out of 
water in the next couple of years. So it 
is a very difficult situation. And many 
have said, well, a drought is not quite 
like a hurricane. It is not quite like a 
fire. It is not quite like a flood or a tor-
nado because those things come very 
quickly but a drought takes time to de-
velop and, therefore, you have time to 
adjust and, therefore, we really should 
not give any emergency aid for this 
type of activity that we see on this 
map. 

But actually if you plant your crop 
in May and you do not get any rain for 
the next 3 or 4 weeks you do not have 
a crop. Now 2 or 3 or 4 weeks is pretty 
quick, so many of these people have 
been suffering from a drought that has 
not been of their own doing and has 
certainly come on relatively quickly. 

I would like to call attention to one 
other chart here. Many people have 
said, well, it is unreasonable to ask for 
any drought assistance with this situa-
tion here because of the slowness of the 
oncoming of the drought. The thing 
that I would like to call attention here 
is what has happened with the farm 
bill. The farm bill was supposed to cost 
roughly $50 billion over the first 3 
years of its existence, and we can see 
that in 2002 the projected cost was $14.3 
billion. Actually it cost $13.2 billion. In 
2003, a year ago it was supposed to cost 
18.6. It actually cost 12.1, and the pro-
jection for this year which we are 
about through the fiscal year was $17.5, 
and the actual cost will be about 10.1. 
So what this means is the projected 
cost was to be $50 billion. In actuality 
it will be about $35 billion. So this is 
one of the few government programs 
that I know of where the cost is consid-
erably less than what it was supposed 
to cost. 

And so you say, where did that $15 
billion come from? What happened 
here? Well, part of it is the drought. 
And here is the logic. The drought has 
reduced production. When you have re-
duced production it causes prices to go 
up. When prices go up, you have fewer 
farm payments because you have no 
LDP’s. You have no countercyclical 
payment. So much of this $15 billion 
difference is due to the drought. And so 
my suggestion is that Congress think 
about this a little bit as we think 
about Florida, and we should, as we 
think about wildfires, and we should. 
Let us think a little bit about what is 
going on in the West, those 6 or 7 or 8 
western states which have been hit so 
hard. 

It is my understanding that the other 
body has acted this evening and have 
appropriated or have added on roughly 
$2.9 billion for the drought. I am hope-
ful that this body that the House will 
follow suit and will consider this. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to call my 
colleagues’ attention to the situation 
that we think is fairly serious in the 
western part of the United States and 
something that has been ongoing for 
the last 5 years. 
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